






The First Sunday of Advent  November 30, 2025

Happy New Year!
As we celebrate the new (liturgical) year and begin our 
Advent journey, I hope and pray that all of our hearts
will be filled with joyful anticipation of Christ’s 
three-fold coming: 1) His coming as a baby, the
“Newborn King”; 2) His coming again in Glory; and 
3) His coming into our hearts. Each day of Advent, let
us prepare for His coming by inviting Him into our 
hearts, so that our hearts might be filled with love, joy,
and peace.  

The Heavenly Liturgy
When we come to Mass, we are invited into a  
tremendous mystery, a holy and awe-inspiring entry 
into the heavenly realms. In the Sacred Liturgy, the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, heaven, as it were, comes
to earth. The more our celebration of the Mass can be
beautiful, reverent, and mysterious, the more we (and 
our children) will sense that the Mass is anything but
“ordinary.” Especially in this Holy Season, we will
seek to focus on sacred silence and a more simple 
musical setting at Mass. The point is to be drawn into
mystery when we celebrate the Mass. Consider, in this 
context, the vision of heaven John describes in the
Book of Revelation:  

Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the
four living creatures and the elders, a Lamb that
seemed to have been slain . . . . He came and received
the scroll from the right hand of the one who sat on the
throne. When he took it, the four living creatures and 
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. 
Each of the elders held a harp and gold bowls filled 
with incense, which are the prayers of the holy ones.
They sang a new hymn: “Worthy are you to receive
the scroll and to break open its seals, for you were 
slain and with your blood you purchased for God 
those from every tribe and tongue, people and nation.
You made them a kingdom and priests for our God, 
and they will reign on earth.” 

I looked again and heard the voices of many angels 
who surrounded the throne and the living creatures
and the elders. They were countless in number, and 
they cried out in a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom 
and strength, honor and glory and blessing.” Then I 
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, everything in the 
universe, cry out: “To the one who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and 
might, forever and ever.” The four living creatures
answered, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped. (Revelation 5:6-14)  

Quiet at the End of Mass
As a reminder, please use “library/church voices” 
if you talk after Mass, so that those who wish to 
make a prayer of thanksgiving after Mass can do
that. I say it often, but I love that we like each 
other, and desire to fellowship and catch up with
each other on Sundays. Please be mindful of  
others, though, as you do so! Thank you. 

Wrapping Up Stewardship for Saints and 
Scholars
The active phase of our local campaign wraps up  
today, but through the end of the year, feel free to 
prayerfully discern a gift, and turn the pledge form in
or fill out the online gift/pledge on the S3 campaign. 
Thanks again to all those who have given or pledged to 
the campaign. Every dollar raised is a dollar that will 
be used for the purposes of the campaign. Thank you 
for prayerfully discerning your gift, and responding to
the Lord’s promptings. I’ll give you updated figures on 
how we did next Sunday. (There are pledge cards in 
the pews this week. Feel free to drop them in the  
offertory or drop them off at the parish office.) 

Thank you!
We Americans just took time to celebrate  
Thanksgiving, and I hope and pray that you and your
family and friends enjoyed a time of good food and 
fellowship, and, for many of us, football. It is indeed
always well to count our blessings, and I thank God for
the gift of being Pastor of the Church of the 
Resurrection. I’m grateful for the wonderful staff we 
have at the parish, school, and preschool. Thank you!

Are You Ready? He’s Coming!
The Lord is someday (perhaps soon!) coming again. 
Indeed, Advent means “coming.” Today, Jesus says the 
following: 
Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which
day your Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master
of the house had known the hour of night when the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not
let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come.  
Together as a church community, we prayerfully 
anticipate the Lord’s return. Let us travel this Advent 
journey with joy. May you and your family know the
love, joy, and peace of the Lord this Advent.

Eagerly waiting and watching with you,

Father Steve
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