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OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 
October 18, 2026

467 FAIRFORD RD. - GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI 48236 - 313-884-5554- OLSOS.ORG

WITH MARY, WE BRING PEOPLE TO CHRIST 

 TO LIVE THE LOVE OF GOD



     Congratula�ons to our second graders who par�cipated in the Rite of 
Enrollment this Sunday to receive First Holy Communion in the spring of 2027.   
First Communion is such an exci�ng �me for the child and the family.   A�er many 
years of the young child seeing mom and dad, and siblings, go up to communion to 
receive Jesus and they can’t, it is a BIG DAY for them to finally do what the adults 
have been doing.  They know the process of standing in line and then finally 

receiving the Host from the priest or minister is special, just by observing the way others go to receive the Host, 
together with the prayers they see people praying before a�er.   
     Stop and think how o�en children want to imitate their parents.  There was that tv commercial showing the 
li�le boy doing everything dad was doing, e.g., washing the car, cu�ng the grass, pain�ng, napping.  I see it so 
o�en when young children come up for communion and they want what mom or dad has.  Remember that when 
it comes to the prac�ce of the faith.  Children tend to imitate what their parents do.  Righ�ully so that this is the 
case because parents are the first teachers of the faith.  When parents prac�ce the faith through their grace 
before meals, prayers in the morning and evening, par�cipa�ng in Sunday Mass every Sunday, going to the 
sacrament of confession, etc., they tend to pick up those prac�ces in their life. When the parents fail to do that, 
the child will most likely follow suit un�l, with the Grace of God, they are formed, inspired, and encouraged to 
prac�ce the faith later in life.  [Studies have also shown that when the father especially take the lead in prac�cing 
the faith in the home, the children are more likely to do the same in their own life as adults.]
     We pray for our young children who so much want to receive Jesus in Holy Communion.  However, their “first 
communion” is not something to check off a list of things to do or accomplish in life.  Rather, it is only the 
beginning of a way of life, centered on the Eucharist, and our surrender to the Lord who gave himself in the 
Eucharist.  We con�nue to pray for their parents, guardians, grandparents, and siblings who all need our prayers 
and encouragement to be strong witnesses in the faith.  In addi�on, we pray for each other, to be renewed in the 
great gi� of the Eucharist, our source of life and renewal each, and every, Sunday!
** As we have announced, here is the envelope situa�on.  The parish office does not print and send out the 
envelopes.  Parishes hire a company who get a mailing list to distribute the envelopes.  Once again, our company 
has had difficulty ge�ng the physical envelopes to print on. In any case, you can always put your name and 
envelope number on any envelope.  Sorry for the convenience and we hope this gets corrected soon!
** Thank you for your support in supplying Halloween candy for the seminarians to distribute as hundreds of 
kids come to Sacred Heart Seminary on Halloween.   It certainly makes for a wonderful night at the Seminary!
     Con�nue to love the Lord and spread the Good News!
Msgr. Gary Smetanka

Half and Half
from

Msgr. Gary 
Smetanka

My name is Deacon Ron Potempski, and I was blessed to receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders on October 3, 
2026, when I was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate. My 
wife, Marie, and I have been married for 22 years. We have 
two children: our daughter, Violet, who a�ends the University 
of Michigan (2028), and our son, Gabriel, who a�ends 
Michigan State University (2029).
Our home parish is Ss. Cyril & Methodius in Sterling Heights, 
where I have been involved in various parish ministries, 
including RCIA, serving as a catechist and altar server, and 
leading Beloved, a marriage program offered through the 
Augus�ne Ins�tute, together with Marie.
Professionally, I am an Engineering Manager at DCS 
Corpora�on, a defense contractor. In my free �me, I enjoy 
exercising, landscaping, barbecuing, and watching sports.

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the people of Our Lady Star of the Sea and look forward to ge�ng to 
know the parish community as we grow together in faith.



GENERAL INFORMATION

MASS TIMES
SAT  4:00 PM
SUN  8:00 AM
  9:30 AM
  11:30 AM
MON-THU 7:30 AM
FRI  8:30 AM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MON - THU   8:00 AM - 4:00PM
FRI          8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
SAT-SUN CLOSED
HOLIDAYS CLOSED

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE
313-884-7407

BAPTISMS
Parents of the child to receive the 
sacrament, please call the Faith 
Formation office to arrange for a 
baptism class and to schedule the 
Sacrament.

Requesting your sacrament 
Certificates.  Everyone has a right to 
their own sacramental certificate. No 
one has the right to another person’s  
certificate, except: the parent/
guardian of a minor child. 
(Archdiocese of Detroit)

Reconciliation
Saturday at 3:00 pm or by 
appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
The Church strongly encourages 
people to receive the Sacrament 
(Anointing) of the Sick at the early 
stages of serious sickness or before 
serious surgeries. 

In emergency situations needing the 
prompt attention of a priest, please 
call the parish office. 

MARRIAGE
Bride or Groom must be a registered 
member, in good standing, of OLSOS, 
for at least 3 months before prep can 
begin.  Bride or Groom need to 
contact the parish to inquire about 
wedding prep. Archdiocesan law 
requires  advance notice of at least six 
months prior to your wedding date to 
start preparations.

PARISH REGISTRATION
New to the parish? 
Register at the Parish Office or online 
at OLSOS.org. Please keep your 
contact information up to date by 
notifying the office of any address 
changes. Adults age 21 and over must 
register individually to be considered a 
Catholic in Good Standing.
Hearing devices are available for use 
during Mass. Please ask an usher for 
assistance.

Please Pray for:

In memoriam
Those buried from OLSOS
10/19/1970 Thomas L Rice
10/19/1973 Charlo�e Daigle
10/19/1977 Stella Forte
10/19/1988 Paul Kelly
10/19/1991 Charles Ven�gmiglia
10/19/1994 John Al�more
10/19/1995 Victorine Knowlton
10/19/1997 Josephine Evola
10/19/2011 Helen Clancy
10/19/2014 George Hogan
10/19/2019 Timothy Cavanaugh
10/19/2020 Patricia Lindlauf
10/20/1958 Camille VanDeuscheuran
10/20/1962 Herman  Schumacher
10/20/1969 Delia Ellia
10/20/1981 Christophe Verbiest
10/20/1986 Klemence Cysarz
10/20/1990 Helen Hornung
10/20/1991 Thomas F. Brady, Jr.
10/20/1992 Gloria Ward
10/20/2001 Carolyn To�e
10/20/2002 George Chris�e
10/20/2017 O�s John Schroeder
10/21/1975 Walter Hayes
10/21/1977 Daniel Lynch
10/21/1983 Ethel Hart
10/21/1985 Geraldine White
10/21/2003 Genevieve Rynkowski
10/21/2005 Dorothy Alessi
10/22/1960 Sylvia Bonahoom
10/22/1970 Daniel Leithauser
10/22/1994 Charles Licata
10/22/2002 Ragheb A�e
10/22/2003 Mark DeFour
10/22/2007 Thomas P. Bronco, Jr.
10/22/2011 Carole Skorupski
10/22/2017 Daniel Evola
10/22/2024 Jospeh Dillon
10/23/1972 Ladislaus Bogusz
10/23/1977 Cecil J. Jourdan
10/23/1986 Carol DeBaeke
10/23/1994 Philip Simon
10/23/1999 Mariano Valen�
10/23/2000 Irene Palombit
10/23/2019 Geraldine Korth
10/24/1975 Harriet Galarowicz
10/24/1979 Frank Kaiser
10/24/2000 Candace Tucker
10/24/2005 Helen Hart
10/24/2012 Telly Mascarin
10/24/2014 Edward Wujek

10/24/2014 Sidney Hirschfield
10/24/2020 Margaret Fleischmann
10/24/2020 Grace Breen
10/24/2023 Thomas McDonald
10/25/1971 Clyde Neveux
10/25/1981 Beata Snethkamp
10/25/1985 Ellsworth Stay
10/25/1987 Martha Rakowicz
10/25/1995 Be�y Barne�
10/25/2005 Frank Zapala
10/25/2007 Elaine Taylor
10/25/2025 Katherine Blazejewski

the sick
Victor Bontomasi 
Jeanne Collins
Leslie Derrick
Barbara Drader
Cheryl Fox
Joe Kramer
Chris�ne Mathis
Marianne Parthum
Angie Rubino
Alexandra (Hathaway) Schwegler
Gary Snacker
Mary Spa�
Cathy Spindler
JoAnne Spring
Alexis Suppanz
E. Noreen Szymborski
James Victor
Linda Vitale

those in the military
Keenan Bakowski
Connor Barthel
James Patrick Carrier
Josh Duffy
Richard Shetler, III
William F. So�rel
John Walker









Scripture Readings

Mass Intentions

For the Week of October 18, 2026
Sunday Twenty-ninth Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time

Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10; 1 
Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21

Monday Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf  
 and Isaac Jogues, Priests and   
 Companions, Martyrs

Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5;  
 Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13- 
 14; Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk   
  12:39-48
Thursday Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18- 
 19; Lk 12:49-53
Friday Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk   
 12:54-59
Saturday Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5;  
  Lk 13:1-9
Sunday Thir�eth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; 1 
Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40

Monday, October 19
7:30 a.m.  +Deceased Members of the Ronzi Family
Tuesday, October 20
7:30 am     +Kenneth Zacks
Wednesday, October 21
7:30 a.m.    All Priests
Thursday, October 22
7:30 am +Be�ejean Ahee, +Elsie & William Connors
 Kevin Fitzsimmons
Friday, October 23
8:30 am     +Leonard, Ethel, Helen Hart
 +Geraldine Korth, +Judy Cooper
 +Doug Abood, Tom Spytzman, 
 +Mary “Ruthie” Mestdagh
Saturday, October 24
4:00 pm +Lillian Rogers, +George�e Zahar
 +Joseph Borri, +Trisha Meldrum, 
 +Trish Miller   
Sunday, October 25
8:00 am OLSOS Parishioners, Lesia Rene Forsyth
9:30 am +Catherine Jaboro, +Kenneth Zacks
11:30 am  +Dick Flynn, +Wesley Moore, 
 +Ma� Zelond, +Donatus Ojinnaka
 Mary Jeanne Finlan 

• 

We warmly welcome 
the newly Bap�zed
October 11, 2026

By: Msgr Gary Smetanka
John Lucas Meldrum

Child of: Christopher & Carine (Gus�n) Meldrum
Godparent: Danielle Meldrum

Chris�an Witness: Nathan Blackwell

Charlo�e Marie Ma�es
Child of: James & Bri�any (Rizzo) Ma�es

Godparents: Greg Ma�es & Alexis Richardson

Every Wednesdays at 3:00 pm
Prayer  & Eucharis�c Chapel off 

Morningside

Pray the Rosary & the Divine Mercy Chaplet
We pray for world peace and all the prayer inten�ons of our 

parishioners and the prayers that have been placed in the Pray 
vase by the Tabernacle and the prayer box in the Chapel

Every 
Wednesday 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
In the Parish Office



What is the OCIA?
Are you or anyone you know interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?

The OCIA (Order of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults) is the process through which a person becomes a fully 
ini�ated member of the Catholic Faith. It is for:

• Adults and children of cateche�cal age (over 7 years) who have not been bap�zed

• Those who have been bap�zed in another Chris�an denomina�on who want to become Catholic

• Those who were bap�zed as infants in the Catholic Church but have not completed the Sacraments of 
Ini�a�on (First Eucharist and/or Confirma�on) and who have had no faith forma�on

How long does it take?
Each person is on a personal journey in his/her rela�onship with God. Time varies depending on the 
individual. We walk with you in this process.

Do I have to commit to becoming Catholic if I enter the OCIA process?

No, the OCIA process is marked by opportuni�es for discernment along 
the way, and ul�mately it is about one’s readiness and desire to be 
received into the Church.

Please contact the Parish office if you or someone you know is interested.

Remembrance Mass
Monday, November 2, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

All Souls Day

The month of November has tradi�onally been set aside for 
remembrance of those who have died.  

Please join us for a special Mass as we 
 remember all who have died,

 especially our parishioners
 who have gone to their 

eternal rest in the past year.

Li� Your Voice! 
Join The Star Adult Choir
There’s s�ll room for you in our choir!

Our choir season is underway, but it’s not too late to join us! We are looking for new 
members who enjoy singing and would like to share their musical gi�s in service to our 
parish community par�cularly as we prepare for Christmas.

Whether you have years of choral experience or simply enjoy singing, we invite you to 
consider becoming part of our music ministry. Our choir is a wonderful opportunity to 

grow in faith, build friendships, and help lead our congrega�on in prayer through the beauty of sacred music.

All voice parts are welcome, and you don’t need to be a professional singer to par�cipate! All you need is a love 
of music, a willingness to learn, and a desire to serve.

If you’ve been thinking about joining the choir, now is a perfect �me. We would love to have you!

For more informa�on, please contact Aaron in the parish office, or stop by a�er Mass.



Please drop off bags of 
candy at the parish to help 
seminarians provide a safe 
trick - or- trea�ng 
experience for the Kids

Thank you for your support!

Please drop off your bags 
before October 25th



Please sign up for Coffee & Donut Sunday Hospitality!  We need your help!

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1. Click this link to go to our invita�on page on SignUp: h�ps://signup.com/go/RzpSYrZ 
2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on SignUp)
3. Sign up! Choose your spots - SignUp will send you an automated confirma�on and reminders. Easy!
Note: SignUp does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please 
contact me and I can sign you up manually.

My prayer is that we have enough volunteers so that you will only need to commit to one Sunday per season so 
feel free to invite some friends to join you and share in mee�ng new people and those you may have not seen in a 
while.

God bless!
Judy Zedan

Join Us for Monthly Fellowship and Refreshments!
Enjoy fresh treats and hot coffee while catching up with familiar faces, mee�ng new friends, and 

sharing in the warmth of our parish community.
We’re always happy to welcome new members to our Hospitality Team! It’s a wonderful way to 

serve your parish and help create a welcoming atmosphere.
Interested? Contact Judy Zedan at jl.zedan@gmail.com  for more details.

Dates: Nov. 1, Nov. 22, Dec. 6, Jan 31, 2027, Feb. 28, Mar. 21, Apr. 25, May. 23, Jun. 27

Saying Thank You to Our Seminarians

On October 3rd, your Knights of Columbus council hosted an apprecia�on event for the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
seminarians at Sacred Heart. Partnering with the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 24 seminarians enjoyed a 
complimentary dinner and a few hours of bowling at the club’s private alley. They were able to get together 
outside of their classes to socialize, relax, and recharge. And we were able to thank them for their commitment 
to our Church’s future. 

Help us make next year’s event even be�er – contact us at gk7780@mikofc.org!









ST BASIL THE GREAT
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM

Fr. Eric Fedewa
586-777-5610

Mass Times
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Daily: MWFS 8:30 a.m. T 7:00 p.m.

ST JOAN OF ARC
PRIESTS IN SOLIDUM

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin
Fr. Bob Voiland
586-777-3670
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 a.m.

and 12:00 p.m.
Daily: MTWTHF7:00 a.m.

W 6:00 p.m.

ST LUCY
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM
Fr. Jim Commyn
586-771-8300
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:00 am
Daily: MF 9:00 a.m. W 12:00 p.m.

ST VERONICA
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM

Fr. Stan Pachla
586-777-0331
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Daily: TWTH 7:45 a.m. (Convent)

OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM (Moderator)

Msgr. Gary Smetanka
313-884-5554
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
Daily: MTWTH 7:30 a.m. F 8:30 a.m.

Thresholds of Hope

Parish Staff Directory

Parish Office
313-884-5554
Parish@stargp.org

Emergencies
Call the parish office 
313-884-5554 ext 5003

Priest in Solidum
Moderator -Lead for OLSOS
Msgr. Gary Smetanka
Msgr.smetanka@stargp.org 

Weekend Assistant
Fr. Brian Meldrum
Meldrum.brian@shms.edu

Bulle�n
Parish@stargp.org
Submission of any ar�cle 
must be received at least 
10 days prior to the 
published date

Pastoral Associate
Debby Veltri
D.veltri@stargp.org

Parish Administra�ve 
Assistant
Karin Gross
K.gross@stargp.org

Business/Facility Manager
Steve Carozza
S.carozza@stargp.org

Music Minister
Aaron Kaleniecki
A.kaleniecki@stargp.org

Director of 
Communica�ons
Annie Schunior
A.schunior@stargp.org

Finance Council Chair
Lou Zedan

Worship
Terry Varani

Ushers
Paul Ven�miglia

Knights of  Columbus
Alexander Franz
gk7780@mkofc.org

CYO Athle�cs
Athle�c Director
Jack Novak

Assistant Athle�c 
Directer
Loreto Manzo
athle�cs@stargp.org

School Office
313-884-1070

School Principal
Danielle Trudel
D.trudel@stargp.org

Assistant Principal
School Counselor
Kerry Vlahantones
K.vlahantones@stargp.org

School Administra�ve 
Assistant
Teresa Maziarz 
t.maziarz@stargp.org

Assistant Business Manager 
for School Opera�ons
Andrew Sopek
A.sopek@stargp.org    

Faith Forma�on Office
313-884-7407

Coordinator
Jack Novak
J.novak@stargp.org


