
December 21, 2025 
OLSOS.ORG 

The Fourth Week of Advent 
The Fourth Week of Advent Represents: Love 
Candle Name: The Angel's Candle.   Candle Color: Purple 
During this final week of Advent we rejoice in the endless love that God has for us, which is made apparent 
in the birth of his Son. We reflect on the good news of God's love brought to us from the angel Gabriel. Thi 
is the last week to prepare our hearts for the joy of Christmas. Are you ready? 
Light all four candles 
 

Read from Scripture: "And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:10-11) 
 

Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 4: “Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our 
hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect 
of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. Amen.” 
 

Reflect: What concerns, joys, worries, and prayers do you want to bring to Jesus this Christmas? 
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     We are now in the final four days of the Advent season. The 
days of Christmas will be here soon. Even in these challenging 
Ɵmes, we have probably done much during these past weeks to 
prepare for Christmas through our decoraƟng, shopping, 
baking, cooking and much more.  Now more than ever is the 
Ɵme to focus on Jesus and the joy that we should have as the 
Word of God becomes flesh for us. 

There are many liƩle ways in which we can certainly keep the focus of Christ in 
Christmas.  For instance, if you sƟll have some giŌs to wrap, say a liƩle prayer for the 
person who will receive the giŌ.  Think about their good qualiƟes and characterisƟcs. Think 
of liƩle ways you might conƟnue to help them throughout the year.  Maybe a note or 
phone call every now and then.  As you might receive giŌs from others and place them 
under your tree, thank God for the giŌ of these people in your life.  How in some way have 
they brought you closer to Jesus?  How do they challenge you through their lives to be a bit 
more Christ-like in yours? 

The legend of the Christmas tree in our homes is meant to remind us of the 
connecƟon of heaven and earth as the tree points straight up with the star or angel on top 
and the village or naƟvity under the tree.  Let the lights of your tree remind you of the acts 
of kindness needed to help transform our individual lives and the world.  If you have your 
naƟvity set under the tree, lay on the floor with the children (you might need them later to 
help you get up!) and talk about the awe of Christ’s birth and the wonder of heaven.  Look 
at the amazement on the faces of your children and thank God for the blessings and giŌs 
children bring to us.  Thank God for the great giŌ of the baby that has brought all of us 
salvaƟon and grace – the Christ Child!  

 Take these last days of Advent to “Prepare Him Room” and welcome Christmas.  As 
the Christmas season begins late Wednesday aŌernoon, may we conƟnue to be a blessing 
to all we encounter and keep Christ as the reason for the season! 
** Please remember that church will be bit more crowded on Wednesday and Thursday, 
God willing and thanks be to God!. Despite the crowds, invite others to join us here at Star 
for our Christmas liturgies.  It is wonderful to see so many people here who are friends or 
family of parishioners. PaƟence, consideraƟon and hospitality are always good virtues to 
pracƟce, especially as so many gather to celebrate these holy days. I do have to remind you 
to please observe the no parking areas with the slanted yellow strips near the main 
entrance of the church.  This is to guarantee accessibility for emergency vehicles.  

** Thanks to all of you who have done so much to make our parish so beauƟful and so 
vibrant.  Be sure to spread the word and invite others to be with us! Remember that any 
donaƟons for the “Christmas collecƟon” must be marked Christmas, or in the special 
Christmas envelope, and/or dated as such.   
** Please note: aŌer 3:30 pm on Wednesday, people will no longer be able to save seats 
in the church in consideraƟon of the people who are coming in to the church.  Remember: 
There is no overflow to the gym. NO gym Mass. 
** Thanks to the choirs and all the liturgical ministers at this Ɵme of year!  We appreciate 
your service now and throughout the year. 
** It is a great honor and privilege being here to serve you, being a part of your family, and 
I very much appreciate the opportunity to remind all of us of our call to sainthood!  I know 
I oŌen remind people the teachings of the Church or our responsibiliƟes and obligaƟons.   I 
do it, not just as my “job” but, to assist others in their journey to faithful discipleship. Know 
that you are in my prayers and in the Masses I celebrate.  

May you be touched by the powerful presence of the Lord as we prepare and 
celebrate His coming! 

 

Msgr. Gary Smetanka 

Half and Half  
from 

Msgr. Gary  
Smetanka 

Mass Ɵmes & 
informaƟon 
 

SAT 4:00 p.m. (Vigil) 
SUN 8:00 a.m. 
 9:30 a.m. 
 11:30 a.m. 
MON - THU 7:30 a.m. 
FRI 8:30 a.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
MON - THU 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
FRI 8:00 a.m.—Noon 
SAT Closed 
SUN Closed 
Holidays  Closed 
 

FAITH FORMATION  
313-884-7407 
 
BAPTISMS 
Please call the Faith FormaƟon 
Office (313-884-7407)during the 
last months of pregnancy to ar-
range for BapƟsm classes and 
schedule the Sacrament.  
Everyone has a right to their own sacra-
mental cerƟficate. No one has the right 
to another person’s  cerƟficate, except: 
the parent/guardian of a minor child. 
(Archdiocese of Detroit) 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday at 3:00 pm or 
by appointment 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
The Church strongly encourages 
people to receive the Sacrament 
(AnoinƟng) of the Sick at the early 
stages of serious sickness or before 
serious surgeries.  
 

In emergency situaƟons needing 
the prompt aƩenƟon of a priest, 
please call the parish office.  
 

MARRIAGE 
Must be a registered member, in 
good standing, of OLSOS.   
Archdiocesan law requires   
advance noƟce of at least six 
months. 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Newcomers to the parish may  
register in the Parish Office  or 
online at OLSOS.org. 
Please noƟfy the Parish Office of 
address changes.  
Adults over 21 need to be regis-
tered as an individual member to 
be considered a Catholic in Good 
Standing. 
 

Hearing devices are available for 
use during Mass. Please ask an 
usher for assistance. 
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Mass IntenƟons -  
Please Note: According to Archdiocesan Policy, the 
suggested donaƟon is $10 per Mass per person.  
Masses can be for the deceased (+) and the living, so 
please don’t assume that a Mass  being said for a 
living person, means that they are ill, please respect 
the privacy of all individuals.   

Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 22 
7:30 a.m.  Fran Bauer 
 
Tuesday,  December 23 
7:30 a.m.  Archbishop Weisenburger 
  +GeorgeƩe Zahar 
  +Doug Abood 
   
Wednesday, December  24 
7:30 a.m.  NO MASS 
4:00 p.m.  +Michael Bolton 
  +KrisƟna Mulder 
  +John & Carmela Brucia 
  +Louis Mascia 
  +Charlie & Anna Moscara 
 
6:00 p.m.  +Frank and Ella Fox 
  +Nunzio OrƟsi 
  +John Maxwell 
 
11:00 p.m. OLSOS Parishioners 
 
Thursday, December 25 
9:30 a.m.  +Veronica Yuhase 
  +Roy Miller 
  +Catherine Jaboro 
 
11:30 a.m. +Dean Tabin  
  +Rex & Del Otey 
  +Peter Bologna 
 
Friday, December 26 
8:30 a.m.   +Leonard, Ethel, & Helen Hart 
 
Saturday, December 27 
4:00 p.m.  +Carol Cummins 
  +Robert Nesom 
  +Deacon Kevin Breen 
 
Sunday, December 28 
8:00 a.m.  OLSOS Parishioners 
   
9:30 a.m.  +Catherine Jaboro 
   
11:30 a.m. +Virginia Mushenski 
  +Dick Flynn   

We Could Use Your 
 Helping Hands! 

 
If you have a liƩle Ɵme to spare, 

we’d love your help with any of the following: 
 

Wake Ministry – When a family requests a rosary or 
scripture service, we send a small team to assist. 
 

Mailings – Sign up to be noƟfied by email when the 
next mailing is scheduled. If you’re available, we 
always appreciate the extra hands! 
 

Funeral Luncheons - Help set up , serve and clean up 
aŌer funeral luncheons. Typically set up night before 
and luncheon volunteer are here from 10:30 am- 1:30 
pm. 
 

Your Ɵme and kindness make a big difference—
thank you for all you do to support our parish 

community! 

Physical Prayer cards are available in the gathering space for you to take 
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Please pray for: 
 

In memoriam 
the parishioners that have had their  
funerals at  OLSOS. 
 
12/22/1962 Edwin Nebel 
12/22/1965 Wilfred Doetsch 
12/22/1982 Vito Crimando 
12/22/1993 Louis J. DePerro 
12/22/2015 Giovanni Cavaliere 
12/22/2017 Rose "BeƩy" Laperriere 
12/22/2017 Kathleen Stone 
12/22/2022 Stephen Coates 
12/22/2023 Aurora Goetz 
12/23/1980 Laura Evans 
12/23/1982 Robert BurcheƩ 
12/23/1993 John Addison 
12/23/1996 Marvin Brinkman 
12/23/2014 William Rogers 
12/23/2016 Larry Fleischmann 
12/23/2020 Hubert MontpeƟt 
12/24/1958 Elizabeth Weiler 
12/24/1965 ChrisƟna Nolan 
12/24/1967 Christopher Rollins 
12/24/1974 Russell Sears 
12/24/1977 Catherine Cernick 
12/24/1980 Cecilia Frost 
12/24/1986 Francis Breen 
12/24/1989 John R. DiLorenzo 
12/24/1993 Louise Wilt 
12/24/1998 George Jennings 
12/24/2005 Eva Kleefuss 
12/24/2007 Angela Cafagna 
12/24/2019 Michael Bolton 
12/25/1965 Roland RiƩer 
12/25/1965 Sophie Voight 
12/25/1978 Rudolph Schuler 
12/25/1983 Gabriel O'Connor 
12/25/1986 Anna Premro 
12/25/2002 Mitchell Pieronek 
12/25/2004 Joan Schulte 
12/25/2011 Veronica Yuhase 
12/26/1969 Edmund Sikorski 
12/26/1982 Silverio Franco 
12/26/2022 Benny Ficaro 
12/27/1980 Edmund Pazgrat 
12/27/1986 John Broderick 

12/27/1994 Naldo Monacelli 
12/27/2010 Peter Cubba 
12/27/2011 William Glynn 
12/27/2017 Virginia Reardon 
12/28/1972 Casimer Schafer 
12/28/1975 Frank Sendstock 
12/28/1985 Joseph Piccirells 
12/28/1996 Michalina Napier 
12/28/2012 Thomas Burke 
12/28/2013 Angelo Spezia 
 

the sick 
Jennie Barzoƫ 
Victor Bontomasi  
Maria Buscemi 
Jeanne Collins 
Ruth Flynn 
Cheryl Fox 
Mary Francis 
Barbara Drader 
Mary Anne Gargaro 
ChrisƟne Mathis 
Tom Moceri 
Carol Nowinski 
Angie Rubino 
Alexandra (Hathaway) Schwegler 
Rosalie Soosik 
Cathy Spindler 
JoAnne Spring 
Alexis Suppanz 
E. Noreen Szymborski 
Peter Taormina, Sr. 
Joyce Tranchida 
Linda Vitale 

those in the military 
Connor Barthel 
James Patrick Carrier 
Josh Duffy 
Richard Shetler, III 
William F. SoƩrel 
John Walker 

 
Don’t miss the latest news  

from  the Parish! 
 

Have you been geƫng our weekly   
newsleƩers via email?  

 

 Sign up for the newsleƩers by visiƟng 
our website under get con-

nected,   
scan the QR code or  

call the office.  

every Wednesday at 3:00 pm  
 

in the O.L.S.O.S. prayer and EucharisƟc chapel  
on Morningside,   

to pray the Rosary & the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

We pray for world peace  
and all the parish intenƟons  

Prayer Group 

AdoraƟon of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Every Wednesday  
Cancelled December 24 and 31 

AdoraƟon 

Support Our Parish Give Online! 
 

Giving is now easier than ever with 
ParishSoŌ Giving! You can donate securely 
by text, QR code, or online: 
· Text-to-Give: Simply text "GIVE" to 313

-887-6612 and follow the quick setup 
instrucƟons. 

· Scan to Give: Use your phone’s camera 
to scan the QR code below and be 
taken directly to our secure giving 
page. 

·  Give Online: Visit our website at 
giving.parishsoŌ.com/app/giving/FD-
1044 to make a one-Ɵme or recurring 
giŌ. 

Your generosity sustains our parish mission 
and outreach.  

Thank you for your 
conƟnued support! 

With Mary,   

we bring people to Christ  

to live the love of God 
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Scripture Readings 
For the Week of December 21, 2025 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 
Monday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56  
Tuesday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66 
Wednesday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Lk 1:67-79 
Thursday The NaƟvity of the Lord 
 Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
 Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
 Mass during the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; 
 Lk 2:1-14 
 Mass at Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
Friday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
 Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17;  
 Mt 10:17-22 
Saturday Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
 1 Jn 1:14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a and 2-8 
Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17;  
 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

T’was the  
Night Before Christmas 

A different version 
 

T'was the night before Christmas, 
God glanced over the earth. 

He looked to and fro, 
All over it's girth. 

They missed it again He said with a 
sigh, 

A heavy heart and a tear in his eye. 
I gave them my son, 

So they could be free. 
My greatest giŌ, 

To them from me. 
They traded me in, 
For a man in red. 

A liƩle tree, 
And horse drawn sled. 
How do I save them, 
And make them see.  
My love is complete, 

My grace is free. 
How do I help them, 
When all they know. 
Is a talking snowman, 
And a box with a bow. 

Maybe next year, 
they will stop and see. 

The biggest giŌ of Christmas, 
Is the liƩle child from me. 

 

author unknown 
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OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 

Private Confessions 
Saturdays at 3 pm  

unƟl all have been heard. 
 

Christmas - 2025 
Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm, (Children’s chorale) 
6:00 pm, and  

11:00 pm (Adult Choir)  
 

Christmas Day 
9:30 am and 11:30 am 

  

Mary, Holy Mother of God 
A Holyday of ObligaƟon 

 

December 31, 2025 4:00 pm 
January 1, 2026: 9:30 am  

 For more informaƟon  
please call the parish office  

 313-884-5554 or visit olsos.org. 

Thresholds of Hope 
Family of Parishes 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

St Basil the Great 
Christmas Eve:  

4:00 pm 
Christmas Day:  

12:00 am (Midnight), 9:30 am  
 

St Joan of Arc 
Christmas Eve: 

4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 10:00 pm 
Christmas Day: 

8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 
 

St Lucy 
Christmas Eve:  

4:30 pm 
Christmas Day:  

10:00 am 
 

St Veronica 
Christmas Eve:  

4:30 pm 
Christmas Day:  

9:00 am, 11:00 am 

Stay Connected with Our Catholic Faith  
Sign Up for Detroit Catholic  free  e-newsleƩer 

 

Looking for a trusted source of Catholic news delivered straight to 
your inbox?  
 

Detroit Catholic offers free daily or weekly email ediƟons 
featuring insighƞul coverage of local, naƟonal, and global Catholic 
issues and events.  
 

I join Archbishop Edward Weisenburger in encouraging every 
parishioner to subscribe, which is quick and easy:  
1. Visit: detroitcatholic.com/subscribe 
2. Enter your email address and choose the daily and/or weekly 
ediƟon 

  

Holiday  

Office Hours 

 
The Parish Office will be closed: 

December 24 - 28 and   
December 31 thru January 4 
 
 

AdoraƟon in the Parish Office will 
be cancelled: 
Wednesday, December 24 and 31 

Do’s 

· Smile!  
· Welcome people around you to 

the parish, especially if they are 
visitors. 

· Guide non-Catholics (or visitors) 
to where the Order of Mass 
may be found in the Sunday 
Word booklets or the Gather 
hymnal. 

 

Don’ts 

· Get mad if someone is siƫng in 
your regular seat. 

· Get mad if people are talking 
before Mass. 

· Get mad if babies are crying. 
· Give dirty looks to people who 

do not know what to do in 
church or during Mass. 

Christmas Mass  
Do’s and Don’ts  
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PARISH OFFICE 
467 Fairford Rd.,  
Grosse Pointe Woods,  
Michigan, 48236 
P (313) 884-5554 
F (313) 885-5591 
www.olsos.org 
parish@stargp.org 
 

Emergencies 
Call the parish office 
phone number, dial 5003 
 
 

PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 
Moderator 
Lead for OLSOS 
Msgr. Gary Smetanka 
msgr.smetanka@stargp.org 
 
WEEKEND ASSISTANT 
Fr. Brian Meldrum 
meldrum.brian@shms.edu 
Resides at: Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary 
 
BULLETIN 
parish@stargp.org 
Submission of any article 
must be received at least 
10 days prior to the bulletin 
date. 
 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Debby Veltri 
d.veltri@stargp.org 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Karin Gross 
k.gross@stargp.org 
 
BUSINESS/FACILITY 
MANAGER 
Steve Carozza 
s.carozza@stargp.org 
 
MUSIC MINISTER 
Aaron Kaleniecki 
a.kaleniecki@stargp.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF  
COMMUNICATIONS 
Annie Schunior 
a.schunior@stargp.org 
 
MISSION & VISION 
Michael King 
m.king@stargp.org 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
CHAIR 
Lou Zedan 
 

WORSHIP  
Terry Varani 
 

USHERS 
Paul Ventimiglia 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Alexander Franz 
gk7780@mikofc.org 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
P (313) 884-1070 
  
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Danielle Trudel 
D.Trudel@stargp.org 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
Kerry Vlahantones 
K.Vlahantones@stargp.org 
 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Andrew Sopek 
A.sopek@stargp.org 
 
 
FAITH FORMATION  
P (313) 884-7407 ext 2061 
Jack Novak 
 j.novak@stargp.org 
 

CONFIRMATION  
COORDINATOR 
Madeleine Wila 
m.wila@stargp.org 
 
 

 CYO 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
Loreto Manzo 
olstarsports@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY 

ST BASIL THE GREAT 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 

Fr. Eric Fedewa 
586-777-5610 
 Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Daily: MWFS 8:30 a.m.       T 7:00 p.m. 
 

ST JOAN OF ARC 
PRIESTS IN SOLIDUM 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin 
  Fr. Bob Voiland 

586-777-3670 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 a.m.  
               and 12:00 p.m. 
Daily: MTWTHF 7:00 a.m. 
            W 6:00 p.m. 

ST LUCY 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM  
Fr. Jim Commyn 
586-771-8300 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 10:00 am 
Daily: MF 9:00 a.m.     W 12:00 p.m. 
 

ST VERONICA 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 

Fr. Stan Pachla 
586-777-0331 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Daily: TWTH 7:45 a.m. (Convent) 

OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM (Moderator) 

Msgr. Gary Smetanka 
313-884-5554 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
Daily: MTWTH 7:30 a.m.   F 8:30 a.m. 

Thresholds of Hope 


