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Mass Ɵmes & 
informaƟon 
 

SAT 4:00 p.m. (Vigil) 
SUN 8:00 a.m. 
 9:30 a.m. 
 11:30 a.m. 
MON 7:30 a.m. 
TUE 7:30 a.m. 
WED 7:30 a.m. 
THU 7:30 a.m. 
FRI 8:30 a.m.  
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
MON—FRI: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
SAT Closed 
SUN Closed 
Holidays - Closed 
 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THU 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

BAPTISMS 
Please call the Faith FormaƟon 
Office (313-884-7407)during the 
last months of pregnancy to ar-
range for BapƟsm classes and 
schedule the Sacrament.  
Everyone has a right to their own sacra-
mental cerƟficate. No one has the right 
to another person’s  cerƟficate, except: 
the parent/guardian of a minor child. 
(Archdiocese of Detroit) 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday at 3:00 pm or 
by appointment 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
The Church strongly encourages 
people to receive the Sacrament 
(AnoinƟng) of the Sick at the early 
stages of serious sickness or before 
serious surgeries.  
 

In emergency situaƟons needing 
the prompt aƩenƟon of a priest, 
please call the parish office.  
 

MARRIAGE 
Archdiocesan law requires  ad-
vance noƟce of at least six months. 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Newcomers to the parish may reg-
ister in the Parish Office  
during regular office hours.  
Others, please noƟfy the Parish 
Office of address changes.  
Adults over 21 need to be   regis-
tered as an individual member to 
be considered a Catholic in Good 
Standing. 
 

Hearing devices are available for 
use during Mass. Please ask an 
usher for assistance. 

Happy Epiphany! 
 Our celebraƟon of the Magi coming to see the newborn King 
should also remind us of our own need to come before the Lord to 
offer homage and praise.  We each come before the Lord with the 
many giŌs God has bestowed upon us.  We might not have gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, but we have faith, a free will, and the love 
of God.  We might also have a sense of humor, intelligence, 

compassion, a listening ear and heart, insight, wisdom, physical skills, athleƟc skills, musical 
ability, etc., etc., etc.. We all have many God given giŌs that we first must offer thanks to God 
and then use in the service of others for the sake and good of others.  
 There is a custom of blessing homes on this day or during this week.  Over your door 
frame, in chalk, you would put 20  + C + M + B + 24.  This is the new year we are in with the 
first iniƟals of the three tradiƟonal names of the three kings, Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.    

I pray that during this year we will conƟnue to grow in our love of all people as sisters 
and brothers in the Lord. May this year bring all of us closer to the Lord and to each other.  
There are so many giŌs from God that sƟll need to be discovered and used for the sake of the 
Kingdom of God.  May the Light of Christ conƟnue to shine bright in the hearts of all Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Parishioners as we journey together to the Kingdom.  

** Monday we celebrate the BapƟsm of the Lord, Usually this is celebrated on Sunday, but 
with Christmas and New Year’s day being on Mondays and Epiphany on Sunday, the BapƟsm 
gets transferred to Monday, bringing to a close the Christmas Season.  

 As we celebrate the bapƟsm of the Lord, we once again recognize that our faith is rooted 
in our own “bapƟsm in the Lord.”  This should be the core from which everything we are, do 
and say emanates.  We have died with Christ in the waters of bapƟsm and have been called 
to take on his life of service and love in all that we do. Do we??   

 As I oŌen explain at bapƟsms, everything goes back to our bapƟsm and our place of 
bapƟsm.  Everything that we are called to be, by God, goes back to our incorporaƟon into the 
family of God through our bapƟsm, becoming his daughter or son.  Everything we do as a 
ChrisƟan flows from our bapƟsm as we are called to be the Light of Christ to others and take 
on the image of Jesus and His dying and rising in our life.  BapƟsm is a glorious day in the life 
of the one being bapƟzed! 

 For the parents of the young one being bapƟzed, it is a foundaƟonal day for them as 
well.  They are making life changing promises to God regarding their child.  They are asked, ”…
you are undertaking the responsibility of raising them in the faith, so that, keeping God’s 
commandments, they may love the Lord and their neighbor as Christ has taught us. Do you 
understand this responsibility?”  They are also making a promise to raise the child in the 
pracƟce of their Catholic faith and religion, being the first teachers of the faith!  Of course, 
being a teacher of the faith is to model the pracƟce of the faith in all aspects of life.  With the 
Grace of God, parents are able to do just that! 

 Many people also do not realize that, for Catholics, all of our significant religious events 
are recorded at our place of bapƟsm.  Each parish has a big book to record every bapƟsm.  
Each person has their own line that includes the names of the parents and God parents, date 
and city of birth and date of bapƟsm, the person bapƟzing, and then also the dates of First 
Communion, ConfirmaƟon as well as the sacraments of Matrimony and Holy Orders also get 
noted.  Parishes are required to inform the church of bapƟsm for all those sacraments a 
person receives.  This process helps to ensure the accuracy of statements of sacramental 
recepƟon.  It is a standard procedure but when you are asked to do such, please do so more 
than a few hours before you need it! 

 Just a word of clarificaƟon about the role of Godparents.  OŌen people think of them as 

Half and Half 
from 

Msgr. Gary 
Smetanka 
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Monday, January 8 
7:30 a.m. Thomas Spezia 
 
Tuesday, January 9 
7:30 a.m. +Marlene Malaspina 
 
Wednesday, January 10 
7:30 a.m. OLSOS Benefactors 
 
Thursday, January 11 
7:30 a.m. Homebound 
 
Friday, January 12 
8:30 a.m. +Vito Agrusa 
 
Saturday, January 13 
4:00 p.m. +Deceased Members of the 
     Goff Family 
 +John & Carmela Brucia 
 +Robert Kissel  
 
Sunday, January 14 
8:00 a.m. OLSOS Parishioners 
  
9:30 a.m. +Marilyn Bourgoin 
 +Catherine PenƟs 
 +Bert Dygert 
  
11:30 a.m. +Virginia Mushenski 
 +Edmund Ahee, Sr. 
 +Elizabeth Licata 
 +Louis E. Joseph 

Mass Intentions 

Mass IntenƟons - Please Note: 

Mass intenƟons may be arranged by coming into 
the parish office.  According to Archdiocesan 
Policy, the suggested donaƟon is $10 per Mass 
per person.  Masses can be for the deceased (+) 
and the living, so please don’t assume that a Mass  
being said for a living person, means that they are 
ill, please respect the privacy of all individuals.  
Mass intenƟons must be received 14 days prior to 
publicaƟon to be published and read at Mass.  

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of January 7, 2024 
Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord 

Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
Mt 2:1-12 

Monday BapƟsm of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1
-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 Mk 1:7-11  

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; PS 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45  
Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-
20; Jn 1:35-42 

those who will assume the legal responsibility of the child if something 
happens to the parents.  That is NOT the role of Godparents.  Godparents, 
one male and one female by Canon Law, help the parents in providing the 
formaƟon of the Catholic faith of the person being bapƟzed.  That is 
something that should be taken seriously and not just picking the next 
person in the family line.  Hence, logically, you cannot pick a Jewish friend 
or a non-Catholic as “Godparents.”  When it comes to the Sacrament of 
BapƟsm, a person must have at least one person who is Catholic that will 
assume the role of a Godparent.  (A person cannot have more than two 
Godparents.  If, for some reason parents insist that there has to be more 
than two, only two will be recorded in the BapƟsmal Register.) A 
Godparent must be at least 16 years of age and fully iniƟated into the 
Catholic Church. A person who is a non-Catholic ChrisƟan would be 
recorded as a “ChrisƟan witness.”  (For more informaƟon go to our 
website under the Sacrament of BapƟsm.) 

During the celebraƟon of bapƟsm, the Godparents themselves are asked 
three Ɵmes if they are willing and able to assume the responsibiliƟes of 
raising the child in the Catholic faith. Hence, it is an important lifeƟme 
responsibility regarding the faith! 

 This week let us reflect on the importance of our own bapƟsm and 
how we are living out our own bapƟsmal promises, or those made when 
we presented our children to be bapƟzed.  Think of the significance of that 
bapƟsm in your life as a chrisƟan or disciple of Jesus. How is your life lived 
out so that others know, without a doubt, that you are a bapƟzed chrisƟan 
or Catholic? 

** As we bring to a close the Christmas season, let us conƟnue to hold 
each other in prayer and keep alive the love, peace and gentleness 
brought to us through the Christ Child! 

** May the Peace and Love of the Holy Family and the wonder and awe of 
the Three Kings be yours! 

Msgr. Gary 
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Stewardship Thoughts 
Today, in St. MaƩhew’s Gospel, the evangelist retells the story of the Magi visiƟng the Christ-child, the newborn King. In 
this iniƟal meeƟng, they are overwhelmed, and in response, venerate our Lord by prostraƟng themselves, face down. The 
Magi open their treasures and offer Jesus gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These giŌs foreshadow Christ’s royalty, divinity, 
and suffering. The Scripture passages from Isaiah and St. Paul further convey that the Good News of salvaƟon is to be 
proclaimed to all people. Do we, as faithful stewards strive to follow the Magi’s example of offering adoraƟon, praise, and 
glory to God? Do we, in thanksgiving, embrace the Good News, deepening our personal relaƟonship in Christ? Then, in 
turn, spread His joy, peace, and message of hope and salvaƟon to all those we meet? To encounter Christ, plan to aƩend 
Alpha or a similar evangelizaƟon event offered at your parish.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN

RecerƟficaƟon 
and/or 

CerƟficaƟon is mandatory for 
ALL VOLUNTEERS

To complete the workshop visit www.virtusonline.org
For quesƟons or help logging in contact 

1-888-847-8870

Raise the Roof update 

DonaƟons received to date $453,946.57
% of goal 22%
shortage for project $2,046,053.43

3 year (2022 - 2025) goal 
is $2,500,000. 

Thank you to those who have already given!

The Night of Cards
January 19th

6-11 pm - In the Pointe
Euchre, Food, Beverages and Fun

$50 per person
Please register at Nightofcards@gmail.com

Prizes vary based on parƟcipaƟon
Sponsored by the 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Men’s Club

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Presence  
The Mystery of the Eucharist  

begins February 15, 2024! 
Presence explores the radical mystery of God’s love 
expressed in the Eucharist and shows us how in this 
sacrament God is really present to help and strengthen 
us at every step of life’s journey. By diving into the sto-
ry of God’s love for his people in Scripture and the 
Church’s teaching on this sacrament, Presence invites 
each one of us into a deeper, more inƟmate union 
with God 
 

Join us for Presence The Mystery of the Eucharist  
beginning February 15.  

 This 4-week study will be held on Thursdays 9:30-11 
AM in the Parish Office, or 7-8:30 PM in The Pointe. 

For more informaƟon  
or to register for the study, call  

Meredith Nesom at (313) 884-7407 ext. 2061 or email 
m.nesom@stargp.org.  

Living Under the Influence  
Adoring and Seeing God 

Do you see what the Magi saw? As I conclude this series on 
adoraƟon within the context of Advent and the Christmas 
Season, I’d like to draw aƩenƟon to Joy, and encourage you to 
see it. This amazing Joy is manifested through our God who 
keeps his word and includes us in his joy.  

 How can we see what the magi saw? Perhaps we should follow 
their example. First, we have to noƟce a desire within for 
something more. Then, we must go on the journey to seek it 
no maƩer the cost. Lastly, we have to actually see him before 
we can adore him. My challenge to you is that you do the 
same. If you’re reading this then you’re already in a small 
caravan of people whom the Lord is calling into deeper 
communion, take him up on the challenge! Here’s one way: 
Make a special Ɵme in prayer this week, sƟr up the desire to 
encounter God, allow a journey towards Christ to happen in 
your prayer by simply following the light of the Spirit (through 
Sacred Scripture) to lead you into an encounter worthy of 
adoraƟon. Then adore him. Just let your heart flow with love 
and see what happens!  

PracƟcal how-to 

Start with today’s readings. Today’s first reading, psalm and 
second reading provide the path. Simply hear the word, make 
the connecƟon to your life, and allow the Spirit to lead you to 
Jesus. Take Ɵme with the following quesƟons and explore for 
yourself. Allow the Holy Spirit to provide insight and 
connecƟon. 

Example 

First reading: “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has 
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness 
covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon 
you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory.”  

Ask: Who is Jerusalem then and today? Today it is the Church, 
it is you! Where do you noƟce “darkness covers the earth, and 
thick clouds cover the peoples”? Is this happening in your 
family, in your life, in our country, in our Church? Ah, but the 
Lord has come, he has broken through, the “Lord shines and 
over you appears his glory!” The Lord has conquered death. He 
is life and truth, where all other cultural noise and pain can be 
tuned out and we can place our trust, complete trust in him. 
Why? LOOK what he did and is doing! He is so real that he is 
with us in the Eucharist! Nothing can stop him.  

Second reading: Paul, wriƟng then to the people of Ephesus, is 
now wriƟng personally to you. Read it that way. Replace 
“brothers and sisters” with your name and allow Paul to tell 
you of a great revelaƟon that was kept hidden by God so that 
in the proper Ɵme God could give you this great giŌ. And what 
is this giŌ? The giŌ is that you have been chosen to receive all 
that God has. It is all for you. Paul says “You have heard of the 
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for your 
benefit, namely, that the mystery was made known to me by 
revelaƟon. It was not made known to people in other 

generaƟons as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the GenƟles 
(you) are coheirs, members of the same body, and 
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.” You are in the royal family. You are an heir to all 
the treasure of heaven. God sent his only son to die so 
that this giŌ could be yours. You have won the greatest 
of life’s loƩeries and you didn’t even have the money to 
buy the Ɵcket.  

All of this, and so much more is what drove the magi to 
seek, to journey for the new king. A king unlike any 
other, that they had to see for themselves. When they 
realized this was not just a story, not just myth or some 
false hope, when they finally arrived, “they saw the child 
with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and 
did him homage.” I imagine their greatest giŌ was their 
tears of joy, wonder and awe, hearts full of graƟtude 
and divine joy filling them as they were now family of 
the King. May your prayer journey and adoraƟon end in 
the same joy. 

 

Merry Christmas 
Michael King+  
Mission and Vision  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please pray for: 
 

In memoriam 
1/8/1998 Stanley Shayer 
1/8/2003 Carol Locke 
1/8/2008 Tullio Alessi 
1/8/2011 Angeline BaraƩa 
1/8/2016 Frederick Burak 
1/9/1962 Vito Munaco 
1/9/1969 John Zuliani 
1/9/1974 MaƟlda Kosecki 
1/9/1986 Jim Picard 
1/9/1993 Jimmie Bloink, Sr. 
1/9/1996 Dolores  Kravez 
1/9/2004 Carmen Francis 
1/9/2019 Thomas Misuraca 
1/9/2019 Werner Vethacke 
1/10/1971 Robert P. Brennan 
1/10/1978 HarrieƩ Smith 
1/10/1994 James DaDeppo 
1/10/1994 Joan Schucker 
1/10/2003 Maurice VanHulle 
1/10/2003 Jack McGough 
1/10/2014 Stephen Speak 
1/10/2016 Marvin Ureel 
1/10/2017 John Testori 
1/11/1976 Rose Aiuto 
1/11/1977 Margaret Sears 
1/11/1986 Agnes Kowalski 
1/11/1999 Pauline Miller 
1/11/2005 Mildred Neveux DeFour 
1/11/2006 Alfreda Seymour 
1/11/2009 Helen Fuga 
1/11/2022 Lynda Bucciero 
1/12/1970 Sophie Kowalski 
1/12/1978 Toni Lynn 
1/12/1978 Harry Schafer 
1/12/1979 Mazie Peters 
1/12/1980 Germaine Defever 
1/12/1994 Elizabeth Licata 
1/12/2003 Phil Lauri 
1/12/2010 Janet Dansbury 
1/12/2013 V. Lynn Pantano 
1/12/2021 Kenneth Koch 
1/13/1955 Hubert Brunner 
1/13/1965 Alfred Bielman 
1/13/1995 Frank UnƟ 
1/13/2002 Patricia VanHove 
1/13/2004 Dean Stuhlmueller 
1/13/2007 Edwin Zemmin 
1/13/2020 Sonia Renusch 
1/14/1965 Violet Gibson 

The faithful departed 
Aurora Goetz 

Names will remain on the sick list  for 
one (1) month  

unless the parish is notified otherwise. 
 

For those in Military, we would like to 
pray for those who are active,   

Please contact us to add names to 
our list. 

the sick 
Harrison Ahee 
Pam Barthel 
Jennie Barzoƫ 
Jeanne Collins 
Rose DiCicco 
Patricia Hanna 
ChrisƟne Mathis 
Virginia Merchant 
Carol Nowinski 
Charles Roehl 
Marie Schulte 
Delores Spezia 
Cathy Spindler 
Mary Surmont 
James Victor 
Linda Vitale 
Fr. Francis Weingartz 
Elaine Westerman 
Thomas J. Youngblood 
 

those in the military 
James Patrick Carrier 
Perry Carter 
Josh Duffy 
Richard Shetler, III 
John Walker 

FAITH DIRECT 
Support Our Lady Star of the Sea   

through online giving 
 

To enroll scan the QR code below, 
Text  “ENROLL” 

to  
313-887-6612 

or  
visit 

faith.direct/
M1044 

Please donate your clean boƩles and 
cans to the   

Knights of Columbus 
 Money collected will be used to help 

numerous organizaƟons. 
DonaƟons may be brought to the  

Mary’s Garden VesƟbule. 
For more informaƟon,   

please contact: Dennis Hyduk at 
313.969.7650 

For more informaƟon  
CarePointeSupport.org 

1/14/1986 Edythe Grob 
1/14/2000 Virginia Huey 
1/14/2011 Mary Louise Shannon 
1/14/2012 Milton Hancheruk 
1/14/2012 Joseph R. Haney 
1/14/2015 Edmund Francone 
1/14/2018 Valarie Zynda 
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PARISH OFFICE
467 Fairford Rd., 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Michigan, 48236
P (313) 884-5554
F (313) 885-5591
www.olsos.org
parish@stargp.org

Emergencies
Call the parish office phone 
number, dial 5003

PRIEST IN SOLIDUM
Lead for OLSOS
Msgr. Gary Smetanka
msgr.smetanka@stargp.org

WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Fr. Brian Meldrum
meldrum.brian@shms.edu
Resides at: Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE, 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
COORDINATOR
Debby Veltri
d.veltri@stargp.org

BUSINESS/FACILITY
MANAGER
Steve Carozza
s.carozza@stargp.org

MUSIC MINISTER
Aaron Kaleniecki
a.kaleniecki@stargp.org

DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS
Annie Schunior
a.schunior@stargp.org

MISSION & VISION
Michael King
m.king@stargp.org

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIR
Lou Zedan

WORSHIP 
Terry Varani

USHERS
Greg Bourgoin

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
P (313) 884-5554 Ext. 2051

SCHOOL OFFICE
P (313) 884-1070

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Brian Barker
b.barker@stargp.org

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Mary Kaiser
mary.kaiser@stargp.org

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Loreto Manzo
olstarsports@yahoo.com

FAITH FORMATION 
(313) 884-7407

CONFIRMATION 
COORDINATOR
Madeleine Kaiser
m.kaiser@stargp.org

FAITH FORMATION
COORDINATOR
Meredith Nesom
m.nesom@stargp.org

DIRECTORY

ST BASIL THE GREAT
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM

Fr. Eric Fedewa
586-777-5610

Mass Times
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Daily: MWFS 8:30 a.m.   T 7:00 p.m.

ST JOAN OF ARC
PRIESTS IN SOLIDUM

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin
Fr. Adam Nowak
586-777-3670
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 a.m. 

and 12:00 p.m.
Daily: MTWTHF 7:00 a.m.

W 6:00 p.m.

ST LUCY
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM (Moderator)

Fr. Jim Commyn
586-771-8300
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Daily: MF 9:00 a.m.     W 12:00 p.m.

ST VERONICA
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM

Fr. Stan Pachla
586-777-0331
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Daily: TWTH 7:45 a.m. (Convent)

OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM

Msgr. Gary Smetanka
313-884-5554
Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
Daily: MTWTH 7:30 a.m.  F 8:30 a.m.

Bereavement Group

A faith based group meeƟng
Our Lady Star of the Sea

First Sunday of the Month
1:00 pm - In the Pointe

Contact the Parish office (313-884-5554) 
for more informaƟon

SEEING THE LIGHT OF DAY

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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586-279-3610
brightstarcare.com/grosse-pointesoutheast-macomb
©BrightStar Care  Independently Owned and Operated

Home care for simple to 
complex needs.

• Companion, personal & respite care
• Alzheimer’s & dementia care
• 24/7 availability
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