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“God, our Father, you are the guardian and guide of our lives.
Your word is joy, your will is life, your commands bring peace.
Watch over the guide us as you did your Son’s earthly family.
Through the celebraƟon of this feast help us to respond to your
word and will, that we may grow together as people of faith
and enjoy the peace of your kingdom.”
Christmas Blessings to you and yours!

The Christmas season is finally upon us and hopefully some of the rush is over. This is
also a Ɵme for families to hopefully have the Ɵme to spend together and strengthen their
bonds. I think many families are quite lucky to have addiƟonal Ɵme off between Christmas
and New Year’s Day to rest, to play in the snow, to read, to watch movies, to visit friends,
etc. Some of our visits might also bring some tears as we tell stories and remember family
and friends who have gone to their glory.

Pope Leo XIV invites families to follow the example of the Holy Family, ”the perfect
model” God offers us. He invites us to call on them to rediscover the faith of our parents
and grandparents, which brings joy through Jesus. Very oŌen people recall the pracƟce of
the faith led by their grandparents or parents. Pope Leo calls us to reflect on their acƟons
and “the persevering prayer of our grandmothers counƟng the beads of the rosary, to their
simple humble, and honest lives which, like leaven, sustained so many families and
communiƟes.” How true!

As we celebrate this feast of the Holy Family, let us remember to take the Ɵme to pray
to them for our guidance and inspiraƟon. We oŌen find ourselves in many situaƟons that
bring difficult decisions to make. Our prayers to the Holy Family can greatly assist us in our
lives. Especially in our world today when there might be an increase of fear in all walks of
life, we can use their help! Let’s not underesƟmate the power of our prayer. Mary, Joseph
and Jesus certainly had Ɵmes of anxiety and shared some of the same frustraƟons as we
share today. Just as Christ’s presence brought joy to Mary and Joseph, may we find that
some peace and joy in our own family this Christmas season and beyond.

It is amazing how the pracƟce of the faith is long lasƟng for later generaƟons. We
oŌen hear that comment when people come to make funeral arrangements. So it is
important for present generaƟon parents to know the importance of raising children in the
pracƟce of the faith, that which parents promise numerous Ɵmes at the Ɵme of the
bapƟsm of their children. This week, please offer some addiƟonal prayers for an increase
in the understanding and pracƟce of the faith within all our families. The effects are long
lasƟng and eternal as well
** Be safe this New Year’s Eve - watch out for the intoxicated drivers out on the road. We
have to watch out for them since they probably don’t watch out for us! Thursday, New
Year’s Day is the Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, a Holyday of ObligaƟon. We will
have Mass on Wednesday eve at 4 pm and on Thursday morning at 9:30 am.
** Many, many thanks to all of you who offered Christmas greeƟngs, blessing, prayers,
cookies, or other giŌs. Your kindness and thoughƞulness is always very much appreciated.
Please know that all of you are a very special family! I am very happy and proud to be a
part of it. You are certainly in my thoughts, prayers and the Masses I celebrate.
** During the Christmas season we always find individuals and families who return to Our
Lady Star of the Sea. To all of you –Welcome! Know you are welcome and, if you come
oŌen, why not consider joining the family!?? If you have quesƟons please contact us by
phone, email or personally aŌer Mass.
** End and begin the year in peace, joy and good wishes. See you in church at Mass, the
greatest giŌ ever given to us, Jesus, as we also offer Jesus back to the Father with all of our
offerings. May this new year bring you closer to the Lord and a more fervent pracƟce of the
faith!

Blessings as you end one year and begin another in the Lord’s love and joy.
Msgr. Gary Smetanka

Half and Half
from

Msgr. Gary
Smetanka

Mass Ɵmes &
informaƟon
SAT 4:00 p.m. (Vigil)
SUN 8:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

MON - THU 7:30 a.m.
FRI 8:30 a.m.
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MON - THU 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
FRI 8:00 a.m.—Noon
SAT Closed
SUN Closed
Holidays Closed
FAITH FORMATION
313-884-7407

BAPTISMS
Please call the Faith FormaƟon
Office (313-884-7407)during the
last months of pregnancy to ar-
range for BapƟsm classes and
schedule the Sacrament.
Everyone has a right to their own sacra-
mental cerƟficate. No one has the right
to another person’s cerƟficate, except:
the parent/guardian of a minor child.
(Archdiocese of Detroit)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday at 3:00 pm or
by appointment
ANOINTING OF THE SICK/
MINISTRY TO THE SICK
The Church strongly encourages
people to receive the Sacrament
(AnoinƟng) of the Sick at the early
stages of serious sickness or before
serious surgeries.

In emergency situaƟons needing
the prompt aƩenƟon of a priest,
please call the parish office.

MARRIAGE
Must be a registered member, in
good standing, of OLSOS.
Archdiocesan law requires
advance noƟce of at least six
months.
PARISH REGISTRATION
Newcomers to the parish may
register in the Parish Office or
online at OLSOS.org.
Please noƟfy the Parish Office of
address changes.
Adults over 21 need to be regis-
tered as an individual member to
be considered a Catholic in Good
Standing.

Hearing devices are available for
use during Mass. Please ask an
usher for assistance.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass IntenƟons -  
Please Note: According to Archdiocesan Policy, the 
suggested donaƟon is $10 per Mass per person.  
Masses can be for the deceased (+) and the living, 
so please don’t assume that a Mass  being said for 
a living person, means that they are ill, please 
respect the privacy of all individuals.   

Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 29 
7:30 a.m.  +Lillian Rogers 
 
Tuesday,  December 30 
7:30 a.m.  OLSOS Parishioners 
   
Wednesday, December  31 
7:30 a.m.  NO MASS 
 
4:00 p.m.  +BeƩejean Ahee 
  +Vito Cusenza 
  +George Topper 
 
Thursday, January 1 
7:30 a.m.  NO MASS 
 
9:30 a.m.  Homeless 
 
Friday, January 2 
8:30 a.m.    The lonely 
 
Saturday, January 3 
4:00 p.m.  +David Graham 
  +Thomas J. Youngblood 
  +Robert Zink 
 
Sunday, January 4 
8:00 a.m.  OLSOS Parishioners 
  Increase in Religious VocaƟons 
   
9:30 a.m.  +Catherine Jaboro 
  +Edmund Ahee, Sr. 
  +Edmund Ahee, Jr. 
  +BeƩejean Ahee 
  +John Ahee 
  ConƟnued Healing of the  
           Wawrzaszek Family Bond 
  +John Dobbs 
   
11:30 a.m. +Aaron Blair 
  +Thomas Neych  

Mass intenƟons may be arranged by 
coming into the parish office,  

online at  
www.olsos.org/mass-intenƟons,  

or by scanning the QR code  

Physical Prayer cards are available in the gathering space for you to take 

 

 

 Mary,  
Holy Mother of God 

 

A Holyday  
of ObligaƟon 

 
December 31, 2025 4:00 pm 

January 1, 2026: 9:30 am  
 For more informaƟon  

please call the parish office  
 313-884-5554 or visit olsos.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The faithful departed
Nicole “Nikki” Hurd

Please pray for:

the parishioners that have had their
funerals at OLSOS.

12/29/1982 Paul S. Schwanitz
12/29/1991 Augusta Screpnek
12/29/2002 Hope Brophy
12/29/2009 Daniel McKinley
12/29/2010 Luis Charbonier
12/29/2020 David Zalenski
12/30/1962 Robert Meier
12/30/1977 James Duncan
12/30/1993 Joseph Howard
12/30/1996 Bernice VanTiem
12/30/2006 Elaine Frontera
12/30/2014 Mary Reuter
12/30/2020 Margaret Ahee
12/30/2024 James Lombardi
12/31/1967 Kevin Fossie
12/31/1973 Hiliare P. Coussement
12/31/1973 Richard Wiggins
12/31/1981 Harry J. Rogers
12/31/1983 Nicholoas Chrylinski
12/31/1988 Cecilia Gignac
12/31/1988 Leonard Salvaggio
12/31/1997 Alfred Bourget
12/31/2007 George Topper
12/31/2015 John Reardon
12/31/2015 Thomas P. Casey
1/1/1964 Elizabeth Knabe
1/1/1977 Ralph DiCicco
1/1/1983 Catherine Lynch
1/1/1986 Bud Locke
1/1/1993 Mary O'Malia
1/1/1998 Viola Murphy
1/1/2000 Daniel Brown
1/1/2014 Albert Paglia, Sr.
1/1/2015 Robert Kissel
1/2/1964 Elizabeth Gleason
1/2/1966 William J. Geis
1/2/1983 Virginia MoƩer
1/2/1998 Theodore J. Manning
1/2/2000 Clement Zmyslowski
1/2/2003 Rosemary DeGrieck
1/2/2018 Emilie Marshall
1/2/2021 Marie Vanderpool
1/2/2023 Barbara Weiss
1/3/1987 Rose Byrne
1/3/2008 George Young
1/3/2025 Robert Zink
1/4/1969 Grace Gorman

1/4/1977 Pauline VulTaggio
1/4/1997 David Griffin
1/4/2004 Mary Maher
1/4/2007 Robert E. Brown

the sick
Jennie Barzoƫ
Victor Bontomasi
Maria Buscemi
Jeanne Collins
Ruth Flynn
Cheryl Fox
Mary Francis
Barbara Drader
Mary Anne Gargaro
ChrisƟne Mathis
TomMoceri
Carol Nowinski
Angie Rubino
Alexandra (Hathaway) Schwegler
Rosalie Soosik
Cathy Spindler
JoAnne Spring
Alexis Suppanz
E. Noreen Szymborski
Peter Taormina, Sr.
Joyce Tranchida
Linda Vitale

those in the military
Connor Barthel
James Patrick Carrier
Josh Duffy
Richard Shetler, III
William F. SoƩrel
John Walker

every Wednesday at 3:00 pm
in the O.L.S.O.S. prayer and EucharisƟc chapel

on Morningside,
to pray the Rosary & the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

We pray for world peace
and all the parish intenƟons

Prayer Group

AdoraƟon of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Wednesday

Cancelled December 31

AdoraƟon

We warmly welcome the
newly bapƟzed

December 14, 2025
By: Msgr Gary Smetanka

Ellie Lynn Di Rezze
Child of:Michael & Jennifer (Czerniawski) Di Rezze

Godparent: Elizabeth Szandzik
ChrisƟan Witness: Benjamin Czerniawski

Support Our Parish Give Online!

Giving is now easier than ever with
ParishSoŌ Giving! You can donate securely
by text, QR code, or online:
· Text-to-Give: Simply text "GIVE" to 313

-887-6612 and follow the quick setup
instrucƟons.

· Scan to Give: Use your phone’s camera
to scan the QR code below and be
taken directly to our secure giving
page.

· Give Online: Visit our website at
giving.parishsoŌ.com/app/giving/FD-
1044 to make a one-Ɵme or recurring
giŌ.

Your generosity sustains
our parish mission and

outreach.
Thank you for your
conƟnued support!

With Mary,

we bring people to Christ

to live the love of God

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Scripture Readings 

For the Week of December 28, 2025 
Sunday Feast of the Holy Family  
 of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14;  
 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12
 -21 or 3:12-17; Mt 2:13-
 15, 19-23 
Monday 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b
 -3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Tuesday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a; 
 8b-9, 10; Lk 2:36-40 
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11
 -12, 13; Jn 1:1-18 
Thursday Solemnity of Mary, the 
 Holy Mother of God 
 Num 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 
 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Friday Memorial of Saints Basil 
 the Great and Gregory 
 Nazianzen, Bishops and 
 Doctors of the Church 
 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-
 3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Saturday 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-
 4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34 
Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 
 10-11, 12-13; Mt 2:1-12 

We Could Use 
Your Helping 

Hands! 
 

If you have a liƩle Ɵme to spare, we’d 
love your help with any of the following: 
 
Wake Ministry – When a family requests 
a rosary or scripture service, we send a 
small team to assist. 
 
Mailings – Sign up to be noƟfied by 
email when the next mailing is 
scheduled. If you’re available, we always 
appreciate the extra hands! 
 
Funeral Luncheons - Help set up , serve 
and clean up aŌer funeral luncheons. 
Typically set up night before and 
luncheon volunteer are here from 10:30 
am- 1:30 pm. 
 

Your Ɵme and kindness make a big 
difference—thank you for all you do to 

support our parish community! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Stay Connected with Our 
Catholic Faith  

Sign Up for Detroit Catholic  free  e-newsleƩer 
 

Looking for a trusted source of Catholic news 
delivered straight to your inbox?  
 

Detroit Catholic offers free daily or weekly 
email ediƟons featuring insighƞul coverage of 
local, naƟonal, and global Catholic issues and 
events.  
 

I join Archbishop Edward Weisenburger in 
encouraging every parishioner to subscribe, 
which is quick and easy:  
1. Visit: detroitcatholic.com/subscribe 
2. Enter your email address and choose the 
daily and/or weekly ediƟon 

 
 

Holiday  
Office Hours 

 
The Parish Office will be 

closed: 
December 31 thru January 4 

 

AdoraƟon in the Parish Office will be 
cancelled: 

Wednesday, December 31 

Christmas DecoraƟon DonaƟons  
in Honor/Memory of… 
☩Spiro & Mary Ann Grech 

☩Katherline Kryk 
☩Deceased Members of the  

Sapiano Family 
☩Deceased Members of the  

Kosch Family 
☩Deceased Members of the  

Dank Family 
☩James Andary 

☩Marun R. Mualem 
☩Anne Andary Tishuck 
☩John E. Tishuck 

☩Emeline & George Fikany 
☩Sr. Ronnie Brune 
☩Thomas Brune 
☩Bill Brune 
☩Anna Brune 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Zedan 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PARISH OFFICE 
467 Fairford Rd.,  
Grosse Pointe Woods,  
Michigan, 48236 
P (313) 884-5554 
F (313) 885-5591 
www.olsos.org 
parish@stargp.org 
 

Emergencies 
Call the parish office 
phone number, dial 5003 
 
 

PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 
Moderator 
Lead for OLSOS 
Msgr. Gary Smetanka 
msgr.smetanka@stargp.org 
 
WEEKEND ASSISTANT 
Fr. Brian Meldrum 
meldrum.brian@shms.edu 
Resides at: Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary 
 
BULLETIN 
parish@stargp.org 
Submission of any article 
must be received at least 
10 days prior to the bulletin 
date. 
 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Debby Veltri 
d.veltri@stargp.org 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Karin Gross 
k.gross@stargp.org 
 
BUSINESS/FACILITY 
MANAGER 
Steve Carozza 
s.carozza@stargp.org 
 
MUSIC MINISTER 
Aaron Kaleniecki 
a.kaleniecki@stargp.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF  
COMMUNICATIONS 
Annie Schunior 
a.schunior@stargp.org 
 
MISSION & VISION 
Michael King 
m.king@stargp.org 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
CHAIR 
Lou Zedan 
 

WORSHIP  
Terry Varani 
 

USHERS 
Paul Ventimiglia 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Alexander Franz 
gk7780@mikofc.org 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
P (313) 884-1070 
  
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Danielle Trudel 
D.Trudel@stargp.org 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
Kerry Vlahantones 
K.Vlahantones@stargp.org 
 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Andrew Sopek 
A.sopek@stargp.org 
 
 
FAITH FORMATION  
P (313) 884-7407 ext 2061 
Jack Novak 
 j.novak@stargp.org 
 

CONFIRMATION  
COORDINATOR 
Madeleine Wila 
m.wila@stargp.org 
 
 
 CYO 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
Loreto Manzo 
olstarsports@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY 

ST BASIL THE GREAT 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 

Fr. Eric Fedewa 
586-777-5610 
 Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Daily: MWFS 8:30 a.m.       T 7:00 p.m. 
 

ST JOAN OF ARC 
PRIESTS IN SOLIDUM 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin 
  Fr. Bob Voiland 

586-777-3670 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 a.m.  
               and 12:00 p.m. 
Daily: MTWTHF 7:00 a.m. 
            W 6:00 p.m. 

ST LUCY 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM  
Fr. Jim Commyn 
586-771-8300 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 10:00 am 
Daily: MF 9:00 a.m.     W 12:00 p.m. 
 

ST VERONICA 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM 

Fr. Stan Pachla 
586-777-0331 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Daily: TWTH 7:45 a.m. (Convent) 

OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 
PRIEST IN SOLIDUM (Moderator) 

Msgr. Gary Smetanka 
313-884-5554 
Mass Times 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
Daily: MTWTH 7:30 a.m.   F 8:30 a.m. 

Thresholds of Hope 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Celebrating 

Life’s Special Moments

HOURS 

Mon - Sat  10am - 6pm

ahee.com   313.886.4600

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

grosse pointe woods

The Rinke and 
Wheatley families 

are proud members 
of  Our Lady Star  

of the Sea.

www.ED RINKE.com

2025 TRAX LT

24 mo./$995 Due at Signing
See dealer for details.

$139/mo.*

Van Dyke @ 10 1/2 Mile | 586.754.7000

STOCK# 554250

www.ED RINKE.com

Get this bulletin
emailed to you

every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1372

...or scan

Nina Randazzo
313-550-2533

nina@shorewoodcompanies.com

Helping you buy and sell

with confidence

Residential | Commercial

shorewoodcompanies.com
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