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mass times &  

information  
 

SAT 4:00 p.m. (Vigil)  

SUN 8:00 a.m.  

 9:30 a.m.  

 11:30 a.m.  

MON  7:30 a.m.  

TUE 7:30 a.m.  

WED 7:30 a.m.  

THU 7:30 a.m.  

FRI 8:30 a.m.  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MON  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

TUE 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

WED 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

THU 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

FRI 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

SAT Closed  

SUN Closed  

Holidays  ñ Closed  

 

BAPTISMS 

Please call the parish office 

during the last months of  

pregnancy to arrange for  

Baptism classes and schedule 

the Sacrament. Everyone has a right 

to their own sacramental certificate. No 

one has the right to another personõs       

certificate, except: the parent/guardian of 

a minor child. (Archdiocese of Detroit)  

 

RECONCILIATION 

SAT 3:00 p.m. until all have 

been heard and                       

by appointment  

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 

The Church strongly              

encourages people to receive 

the Sacrament (Anointing) of 

the Sick at the early stages of 

serious sickness or before serious 

surgeries.  
 

In emergency situations need-

ing the prompt attention of a 

priest, please call the parish 

office.  
 

MARRIAGE 

Archdiocesan law requires  

advance notice of at least six 

months.  

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Newcomers to the parish may 

register in the Parish Office  

during regular office hours.  

Others, please notify the Parish 

Office of address changes.  

 
Hearing devices are available 
for use during Mass. Please ask 
an usher for assistance.  

 
Bulletin articles are due by  
10:00 a.m. on Friday. Submitted  
bulletin content is subject for 
approval.  

    Thanks for your generosity to the Religious 

Retirement Fund and the Giving Tree and so 

much more. Special thanks to you for your 

increased thoughtfulness and generosity with 

the Sunday offering during the past few 

weeks.  May you be rewarded for all that you 

do. Thanks to all of you who have done so 

much to make our parish so beautiful and so 

vibrant.  Be sure to spread the word and 

invite others to be with us!  

** A special welcome to our brothers and 

sisters from St. Philomena Parish. We know the 

closing of such a beloved community is 

difficult.  We hope that you find the 

community of Star of the Sea welcoming and 

a good place of worship. If you have any 

questions, please ask!  We are here to help 

you in your transition.  

** You might be seeing ads and promotions 

by the Archdiocese of Detroit reminding 

catholics to attend Mass for Christmas. The 

AoD has been taking the lead by helping all 

parishes promote and be ready for all the 

special òChristmas Guestsó who will visit us. 

Please say a prayer for all those who will visit 

us for Christmas.  We want it to be a true 

encounter with the Lord, through the Mass 

and us, so they might return and continue to 

be nourished and welcomed.   

** Wednesday night, the Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, I will be available for private 

confessions from 6:30 -8:00p.m. [I realize that 

sometimes Saturday at 3 pm is not always a 

good time for most people. So I will 

periodically, throughout the year, make 

myself available for other times.]  As you 

notice on the Advent -Christmas schedule, 

there are two upcoming Penance Services 

with individual confession, for those who 

prefer, Tuesday, Dec. 18. These will take 

place at St. Barnabas Church and St. Joan of 

Arc.   

Half 

and  

Half 

Prayer for our Christmas Guests  
 

Dear Lord,  

As we prepare for your coming,          

let us reflect on the journey             

Mary and Joseph took on their way    

to Bethlehem.  They were tired          

and alone, and there was                   

no room for them at the inn.            

Help us to open the doors of our hearts 

and our parish as we welcome guests 

this Christmas. We pray that those    

who come will feel welcome            

and experience your great love       

and peace through each of us.      

Help us to see with your eyes,         

serve with your hands,                        

and to embrace those                           

who will come into our midst.  

Amen.  
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** If you have not brought an ornament 

for the tree in The Pointe the past two 

years, you can still do so. Simply bring 

the ornament to The Pointe and place 

it on the tree or leave on a table and 

we would be happy to hang it for you.  

** After the 11:30 am Mass on Sunday, 

Dec. 23, we will put out the poinsettia 

and finish our Christmas environment in 

the church.  If you are able to help for 

30 minutes or so, please come to 

church around 12:30 pm.   

** Remember that any donations for 

the òChristmas collectionó must be 

marked Christmas, or in the special 

Christmas envelope, and/or dated as 

such.  If you could kindly make an 

offering for the 4th Sunday of Advent 

that would be greatly appreciated 

since our budget counts on it OR add 

your Sunday offering with your 

Christmas offering and make it as one 

for Christmas.  

** We are still calling forth musicians in 

the parish to help enhance our liturgies 

during the next few weeks (or beyond). 

Horns, woodwinds, percussion, 

strings...all are welcome!  Give me or 

Matthew Jakubisin a call or see us after 

Mass.  

**Many thanks to our Knights of 

Columbus for sponsoring the pancake 

breakfast last Sunday.  They always do 

such a good job!   

 May you be touched by the powerful 

presence of the Lord as we prepare 

and celebrate His coming. Let us also 

be more aware of our own experience 

of Godõs mercy and helping others 

experience the same!  

Msgr. Gary Smetanka  

 

from  

Msgr. Gary  

Smetanka  

this weeké 
December 9 - December 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Fellowship Sunday  
8:00 a.m.    Mass  
9:30 a.m.    Mass  
10:45 a.m.  Spirit & Life  
11:30 a.m.  Mass  
3:00 p.m.    Grosse Pointe Symphony  
                    Orchestra  

 

7:30 a.m.    Mass  
 

7:30 a.m.    Mass  
4:00 p.m.    Religious Ed  
6:30 p.m.    Religious Ed  
6:30 p.m.    Spirit & Life  
7:30 p.m.    Rosary and Chaplet  

7:30 a.m.    Mass  
11:00 a.m.  Adoration until 2:00 p.m.  
3:00 p.m.    Light of Mercy Prayer  

6:30 a.m.    Menõs Fellowship 
7:30 a.m.    Mass  

1:30 p.m.    Christmas Concert  
4:00 p.m.    Knights of Columbus  
                    Christmas Dinner  
6:30 p.m.    Christmas Concert  

7:30 p.m.    Teen Bible Study  

8:30 a.m.    Mass  
 

3:00 p.m.    Confessions  
4:00 p.m.    Mass (Vigil)  

Third Sunday of Advent  
Fellowship Sunday  
8:00 a.m.    Mass  
9:30 a.m.    Mass  
11:30 a.m.  Mass  

SUN 

ф 

MON  

мл 

TUE 

мм 

WED 

мн 

THU 

мо 

FRI 

мп 

SAT 

мр 

{¦b 

мс 

 
Prayers for the Advent Wreath  

Second week       .  
 

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

 

All: Who made heaven and earth.  

 

Leader: O God, by whose Word all things are sanctified, pour forth Your 

blessing upon this wreath and grant that we who use it may prepare our 

hearts for the coming of Christ and may receive from You abundant 

graces. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 

All: Amen.  

 

Second Week: After the prayer the familyõs youngest child lights the first 

two purple candles. (Family members can also take turns lighting and 

blowing out the candles on each night.)  

 

Leader: God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove 

the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy so that we may 

share his wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory, for 

he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and  

ever.   

All: Amen.  
 

The candles are allowed to burn during evening meals for the                   

second week.    
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www.advanc-ed.org 

 

 

Our Lady                           

Star of the Sea School  

has been a Nationally           

Recognized  

School of Excellence         

since 1998    

ŘŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Donate your car to 
the Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul  
 

 

The car will be picked up    

within 24 hours, the tax  

paperwork will be sent to 

you, and the donation 

stays in the community:  

 

 

www.svdpusacars.com,  

or call (800) 322 -8284. 

Pray the  

Rosary Daily  
 

and we will have  

peace in the world.  

 

Watch the video at 

www.peacebyprayer.com  

Homebound Ministry  

 
If you or someone you 

know are unable to attend 
Mass and would like to 
share in the Eucharist, 
please call the Parish 
Office at 884 -5554 to 

schedule a volunteer to 
bring you Holy 
Communion.  

Giving Tree 

Your generous contribution to our Giving Tree will go to help many families this year.    

Our parish collected over 1000 items for the following organizations:  

 

Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan  

    Coats and Baby Products (approx. 395 items)  

Our Lady of Rosary  

    Toys for their Christmas Store  

    plus gift cards (approx. 273 items)  

Maryõs Children  

    Supplies to help their programs  

    for special need adults plus gift cards (approx. 50 items)  

Franciscan Ministries  

    sweatshirts and socks (approx. 132 items)  

Our Lady Star of the Sea  

    gift cards, hats and gloves (approx. 178 items)  

 

God bless you for your continued support.  

Thank you! 

http://www.advanc-ed.org
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 scripture  

readings  
 
 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 9 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 
Second Sunday of Advent  

Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 

6; Phil 1:4-6,8-11; Lk 3:1-6 
 
 

MONDAY 
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 

11-12, 13-14;  Lk 5:17-26 
 
 

 

TUESDAY 
Saint Damasus I, Pope  

Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 

10ac, 11 -12, 13; Mt 18:12 -14 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Feast of Our Lady  

of Guadalupe  

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 

12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 

13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26 -38 or 

Lk 1:39-47 
 

 

THURSDAY 
Memorial of Saint Lucy,  

Virgin and Martyr  

Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10

-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11 -15 
 
 

FRIDAY 
Memorial of Saint John of 

the Cross, Priest and  

Doctor of the Church  

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 

6; Mt 11:16 -19 
 
 

SATURDAY 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 

3b, 15 -16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a,  

10-13 
 

 

SUNDAY 
Third Sunday of Advent  

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; 

Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 

{LDb ¦t Chw !5±9b¢ w9DL{¢w!¢Lhb hb Chwa95 

¶ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦƻƭǎƻǎΦŦƻǊƳŜŘΦƻǊƎ 

Watch: òAdvent in Two Minutesó at www.bustedhalo.com  

 

A daily email program that will help you slow down and focus on what      

matters most in the midst of the holiday bustle: 

www.dynamiccatholic.com  then òFree resourcesó then òBest Advent Ever.ó 

 

Daily reflections from Bishop Robert Barron, Aux. Bishop of LA, internationally 

known evangelist at www.adventreflections.com . 

h¢I9w Lb¢9wb9¢ !5±9b¢ w9{h¦w/9{Υ 

{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴ 

 
 

Vicariate Services  

Communal Celebration  

with Individual Confession  
 

St. Barnabas Church 

Tues. Dec. 18 @ 1:00 p.m. 
 

St. Joan of Arc Church 

                   Tues. Dec. 18 @ 7:00 p.m.  

At Our Lady Star of the Sea  
 

Saturdays @ 3:00 p.m. until all have been heard. 

Special Evening  

Wed. Dec. 12: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  

http://www.bustedhalo.com/
http://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
http://www.adventreflections.com/
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LITTLE SAILORS CHILD CARE 

             A LIMITED TIME OFFER!! 

Little Sailors Childcare is held every Sunday during the 

9:30 am Mass in room 29 of the school.  This program is 

intended for children aged 12 months to 

3 years and is a PILOT program for the 

months of October through December.   
 

IF YOU THINK YOUĦD LIKE TO HAVE 

THIS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR FAMILY  be sure to take 

advantage of this opportunity so that we can have a 

good base to assess the level of interest of continuing to 

offer it throughout the year.  

            QUESTIONS?        

Contact Judy Zedan @ j.zedan@stargp.org  

ģORģ 313-884-7407 

 

School Outreach  

As our Advent Outreach this 

year, our school students are 

purchasing new books for the 

kindergartners at a Detroit char-

ter school.  They are demon-

strating that they are ĨPeople of 

Good Willĩ by choosing a Kin-

dergarten reading level book for 

students who may not have any 

books at their home.  What a 

wonderful way to spread the light of Jesus to all parts of our 

neighborhood!  Please pray, not only for the children of our 

parish but also for those in our greater community.  

 

The Meaning of Advent Candles 

As a Christian tradition, the wreath holds the four Advent 

candles. The candles represent Jesus coming as the light in 

darkness. One candle is lit each Sunday until all four candles 

are lit, and sometimes a ńfth candle is lit on Christmas. As 

Christmas draws nearer, each candle brings a little more light 

into the darkness. 

Each of the candles represents an aspect of preparation dur-

ing the season of Advent: 

The Candle of Hope  Color: Purple. Purple is the primary color 

associated with Advent. Within the Catholic Church it sym-

bolizes penance, preparation, and sacrińce. During the ńrst 

week of Advent, we look forward to JesusĦ coming with hope. 

The Candle of Peace  Color: Purple. During this second week 

of Advent, we reŅect on our lives and work on becoming bet-

ter-versions-of-ourselves in preparation for JesusĦ coming. 

The Candle of Joy  Color: Pink. This third candle is pink, sym-

bolizing anticipation and rejoicing. During the third week of 

Advent, we are ńlled with joy for the near arrival of Jesus on 

Christmas day. 

The Candle of Love  Color: Purple.  During this ńnal week of 

Advent we rejoice in the endless love that God has for us, 

which is made apparent in the birth of his Son:  

ĨFor God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.ĩ   - John 3:16 

 

From Dynamic Catholic, Best Advent Ever 
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IF YOU WERE ASKED ABOUTé. 

THE INQUISTION, ñTHE DARK AGESò, THE GALILEO AFFAIR, 

 

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? 

   Many in our society misunderstand and even attack our Church for the supposed mis-

deeds of the past. Topics such as the Crusades, the ñInquisitionò, and Galileo are used 

in an attempt to discredit the Church and her role in the world. What is the truth con-

cerning these events and persons? How can you answer the objections? 
 
Join us for this exciting journey through Church history and you will: 
 

¶ Learn about the major people, places, and events of the last thousand years of 

Church history. 

¶ Remember the 12 time periods of Church history using a unique color-coded sys-

tem.  
¶ Discover the revolutionary character of the Protestant      Reformation. 
 

¶ Discover the massive persecution of Christians in the 20th  century. 
 

¶ See the workings of the Holy Spirit throughout Church history  
and much more! 

 

EPIC ï A Journey Through Church History 

By Steve Weidenkopf 

 
 

Steve Weidenkopf has a gift for making Catholic Church history come alive for any          

audience. He currently serves as a lecturer in Church History for the Notre Dame Graduate 

School of Christendom College. 

Dates, Time, Location 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Jan. 9

th
-March 27

th
  

 
 

9:30-11:00am  
in the Parish Office 

OR 
7:30-9:00pm  
in The Pointe 

 
 

Registration 
$35.00  

for Student Workbook 

 

 

For More Information: 
 

Contact Colleen Haubert 
at c.haubert@stargp.org 

or 
(313) 884-7407, ext. 2061 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Eve  
 

4:00 pm, 4:15 pm (in gym), 6:00 pm  

and 11:00 pm  

Christmas Day  

9:30 am and 11:30 am  

 

Mary, Holy Mother of God  

Holy Day of Obligation  

Monday, December 31, 4:00 pm  

Tuesday, January 1, 9:30 am  
 

Epiphany Concert  

Sunday, January 6, 3:00 pm  
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THANK YOU!  
for your support  

with the Ray Wiegand's and Srodek Fundraisers!  

All money raised helps support  

Our Lady Star of the Sea School.  

Please note: Srodek order pick -up is Friday, December 14 -- 3:15-3:45 p.m. & 5:30 -6:30 p.m.  

in church Gathering Space  


